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Partnership Letter

Christ Church Vicarage

Dear Friends,

‘God is good all the time’

Alongside our Old Town Partnership Golden anniversary, we have just
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Mission Partnership between the
Anglican Church in Uganda and the Bristol Diocese. 

I had the privilege of visiting Uganda as Chaplain to a group discerning their
Christian Vocation in January 2010. In many ways it changed my life and I
have received so much from our Ugandan sisters and brothers over the years.
We have been blessed indeed to have with us at Christ Church, for many
years, Steve and Millie Dumba who stood up against Idi Amin at great personal
cost because of their integrity and passion for justice.

In October, we have had staying with us in our Swindon Deanery 12 members
of the Uganda Anglican Youth Choir, Uganda Fire. Their joy in the Lord, 
spiritual passion and generosity of spirit are infectious gifts indeed. 

We welcomed Arthur and Patrick to stay with us at the Vicarage.They both live
with their families in Kampala where Arthur works for UNICEF and Patrick for
the Board of Education. We had great fun sharing experiences, meals, worship,
prayers and travel together. 

On the Saturday, Arthur and Patrick spoke powerfully at our monthly Men's
Breakfast in the Community Centre. A phrase which they often repeat is
‘Praise the Lord!’. Worship is about the whole of life, especially through joyful
singing from the heart and dancing. Another phrase, which is foundational 
theologically, is ‘God is good all the time, all the time God is good for that is his
nature!’

On Monday morning at breakfast, following a very full weekend, Patrick told us
that he had heard overnight that his brother Andrew, a lawyer aged 50 years
old, had died suddenly of a stroke. In his sadness, Patrick told us how 
important it was for him at hard times such as this to really know in his heart,
mind and life experience that 'God is good all the time, all the time God is
good'. God is with him and his family, Jesus is alive and gives us hope, death
is not the end and the best is yet to come. ‰
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Patrick sang with the band at our wonderful Diocesan conference 'Connected'
in Bristol on the Tuesday, where we gathered with many of the Anglican clergy,
Ugandan Bishops and Lay Ministers from across the whole of our Bristol 
Diocese. The themes we explored were Growing Faith and Ministry with 
children, young people and households. This reinforced our Diocesan vision
as we seek to make disciples, grow leaders and engage with younger genera-
tions. The outstanding talks given by the Rev’d. Chris Russell on ‘Jesus the
Good Shepherd’ and ‘Making Disciples’ are still available on our Diocesan
website: www.bristoldiocese.org and both talks are highly recommended.
Chris is the Vicar of St Laurence, Reading, a pioneering youth congregation,
and he is also the Archbishop of Canterbury's Adviser on Mission and 
Evangelism.

Patrick left at lunchtime so that he could be in Kampala
for his brother’sfuneral later on in the week.

We were reminded at our Bristol Uganda celebration
service that the Ugandan flag has a crane in the centre.
This is a reminder to all Ugandan people that they are
always to seek a new thing, to go forward to develop
their society and to love one another.

As we prepare in November for our first Partnership
Christmas Tree Festival, a major festival of mission and
outreach, may God remind us that he is doing a new
thing amongst us by the power of his Holy Spirit at work
in us and through our wider community. To God be all
the praise and glory.

Sunday 1st December, 6.30 pm
at Immanuel URC

The final Partnership Service in our Festival 50 Year
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FAMILY  EVENTS

BAPTISMS
We welcome into the family of the Church

CHRIST CHURCH
Sep 29 Alexandra Frances Hatton
Oct 13 Tyler Jamie Smith
Oct 20 Amanda Jayne Long and and Freddie Richard Long
Oct 27 Ethan Thomas Joynson
Oct 27 Arthur Peter Tomlin

MARRIAGE
We wish joy and happiness to

CHRIST CHURCH
Oct 5 Johnathan Simpson and Emaleigh Keeble

DEATHS
We extend our sympathy to the loved ones of

CHRIST CHURCH
Aug 5 Mavis Drewett, 79 years
Aug 26 Valerie Cutler, 70 years
Sep 23 Jeffrey Cullis, 93 years
Sep 26 Douglas Boulton, 86 years
Sep 27 Maureen Pullen, 84 years
Sep 28 Henry Crane, 99 years
Sep 28 Desmond James, 89 years
Oct 2 Queenie Studt, 98 years

IMMANUEL
Sep 5 Mary Thompson, 84 years
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Immanuel

On Sunday 13th October we launched our Harvest Appeal
here at Immanuel, and what a challenging event it was!

Our target is £3500.

This year the charity we have chosen to support is ShelterBox, which some of
you probably know about.

Liz Odell, a ShelterBox Response Team Volunteer, shared the morning 
service with us and even brought a Shelter Box with her, except for the tent –
which is heavy to carry, and not something we could set up as part of the
service. She showed us the content of the Box, among other things tarpaulins,
blankets, water filter, pots and pans, 
mosquito netting, tools, even a floating
solar powered lamp which lasts 16 hours.
She shared the story of ShelterBox and the
times they have reached out to natural 
disasters, refugees, hurricanes – the lot!

Liz herself has been on many of these 
missions, making sure the Boxes reach the
people in need, and told us how lives are
changed, be it through a tent which 
becomes “home” while the destroyed house
is being re-built with tools provided; even
how the solar light helped a man in Peru
extend his day activities beyond sunset 
because he now had light.

Everybody felt challenged, and there was time to ask questions over coffee and
tea at the end of the service and an opportunity to explore the ShelterBox.‰
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This charity carries out an amazing work. We pray that Immanuel’s Harvest
Appeal will respond to this challenge. We hope that with the money received 
a number of Boxes can be bought and reach the many people who, year by
year, are affected in so many different ways so they will know that we care
about their plight and want to help.

As usual, our World Concerns Committee set up a really great display with
photos and information and, little by little, I am sure we WILL reach our target. 

Our thanks to Liz Odell for sharing her story of ShelterBox and helping us 
understand, in a very moving way, what it does. Please contribute to this
year’s Appeal

Robert Jordan

TEA SERVICE in Immanuel Church Hall
Sunday 24th November, 4.00 pm to 5.30 pm
If you enjoy singing some of those favourite old hymns
and songs, then come to our Tea Service. 
It’s a simple act of worship where you can enjoy good
company and a ‘cuppa’ in an informal friendly atmos-
phere. Choose a favourite hymn and we will all sing it!  

Bell-Tide and the Big Sing
present

‘A Little Light Music’
featuring Handbells and singing

Saturday 9th November, 7.00 pm
at Immanuel URC, Upham Road

Refreshments will be available in the interval

Retiring collection in aid of

MACMILLAN Cancer Support

Contact:  jenny.barraclough@btinternet.com
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O
nce again the floral artists of Immanuel had worked hard to put on a
splendid display depicting the bountiful harvest we enjoy. Under the
watchful eye of our resident scarecrow, the red, yellow and orange

hues of the flowers complemented the colours of the fruit and veg that spread
out from the communion table, whilst in the windows matching displays picked
out all manner of harvest crops. 

Those who came into the church via the East porch encountered a striking 
display based on the theme of ‘wine’ – what our teetotal, non-conformist 
forebears would have made of that I dread to think, but it certainly made for 
a striking display!

It goes without saying that following a very long tradition at Immanuel  our 
congregation brought their own gifts of God’s bounty to us that were later 
distributed to those in need: this year our Harvest donations go to the Swindon
Food Collective (Foodbank) and the Swindon Night Shelter that provides not
only overnight accommodation but a hot midday meal to the homeless of the
town and others in need.

As always, bunches of flowers were taken out to friends unable to be with us
to share in what was yet again a memorable service of thanksgiving, during
which we were all reminded of the desperate need to care for our fragile world.

See photos on inside back cover. Steve Brain
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The Way Things Were

This month by Muriel Baker

My time in the Ambulance Service

I joined the ATS in 1944 (on the same
day as HM The Queen) as a driver in
England and post war Germany.  When
I was demobbed in 1948, I took a 
temporary job in Marlborough with
“Lend a hand on the Land”, ferrying 
volunteers to various jobs around the
area.  

In 1950, my father saw an advertise-
ment in the evening paper for a
driver/office worker at the ambulance
station, I applied and was successful. 
I was already trained in basic first aid
before I joined. The ambulance station

was situated just off of Cricklade Road in the Old Isolation Hospital which had
been built in Old Town in 1892.  (Photo: Muriel, 3rd from left)

When we received a call from doctors, hospitals or general public, we would
put down the time and nature of the call, whether a car or ambulance was
needed.  If the call was from the doctor he would tell us which hospital to take
the patient to e.g. Great Western Railway (GWR) Medical Fund Hospital for
accidents. Other local hospitals were the Victoria in Old Town, Stratton 
St Margaret and Savernake. The building of PMH was started in 1960 and
completed in 1966.

At first the women didn't have a uniform. However, we did get issued with one
when it was realised that our female drivers would get priority when taking 
patients to hospital!

My morning job was arranging lifts for patients who had routine appointments
at hospital, mainly to Oxford. I taught myself to type so I could send confirmation.
The drivers included a lady living in Great Bedwyn, a butcher in Pewsey and a
lady from Swindon. While she waited for the patient to return to her car, she
prepared her vegetables ready for her meal back home! ‰
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Every afternoon we received a call from the GWR hospital to let us know the
people they wanted to come in the next day. I wrote the list out for Sheila and
May Manning. They  would each pick up a patient and take them to the GWR
and then go fetch another, hoping the first would be ready to take home, etc.
when they returned. As they usually managed to come back by midday, I would
cook a meal for them in between answering calls.  

Rationing was still in force and as my father had a large garden he gave me
surplus green vegetables plus eggs from the hens.  Sheila brought in rabbits,
thankfully dressed ready for cooking!  Her father was a potato merchant so
they were also on our menu. Sometimes, if she smiled at the butcher, we had
steak as a treat, and occasionally I'd make a pudding.  A retired army officer
came to the office for a week to be trained. He was going to take over the station
at Salisbury, so he joined us for lunch and I got the tablecloth out in his honour!

As well as working in the office, I had an afternoon driving job. I was given a
nice new van and the seats could be folded down if a stretcher was needed.
I drove about 66 miles each day through all the seasons, often travelling
through the countryside as far as Little Bedwyn. I loved that job, hearing the
birds and seeing the pheasants. I also had other driving jobs. When it was the
school holidays, I transported some of the emergency calls as long as they
could travel in a car!  When George retired, I had to give up the driving job as 
I had to take over his office duties in addition to my own; this at a time when
Swindon was expanding and we really needed more drivers, not less. 

There were 3 men on a day shift.  Two would go out on a call and if the next
driver was needed he would go and hope there would be someone at the
other end to help him if a stretcher was needed.  Once in an emergency I had
to get the fitter from the garage to take out an ambulance. 

Every other week I would work on a Saturday and Mr Robins would bring me a
box of chocolates – I think I deserved it as when he attended a Swindon Town
match I had to ensure that an ambulance was on hand in case it was needed
for one of the players!

One morning when I arrived at the station, I saw a large van with the words
“Pye Radio” on the side.  Wonderful,  it now meant that drivers could be 
contacted by radio in the ambulance which made my job much easier as I no
longer had to ring the hospital to locate a driver when another job came in!  
I stayed in the job until I got married in September 1953 and moved away from
Swindon. n
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United Reformed Church nominates
its next General Secretary

The Rev’d. Dr. John Bradbury, Minister of 
Downing Place United Reformed Church, 
Whittlesford, Stetchworth and Cheveley URCs
in Cambridgeshire, has been nominated as the
next General Secretary of the URC.

Rev’d. Bradbury was born in 1977 in Cumbria.
After studying in Edinburgh, he undertook 
graduate work in Cambridge whilst training for ministry at Westminster College.
He was ordained in Liverpool in 2004 to work as part of the ecumenical team
in the centre of the city, and to minister with Earle Road URC in Picton, an
inner-city area of Liverpool. As part of his work, John worked closely with the
Bread Church, part of the Somewhere Else community, an early Fresh 
Expression (new type) of church.

In 2007, John was appointed to teach Systematic Theology and Church 
History at Westminster College, where he ultimately served as Vice-Principal.
In 2017, John was inducted to serve at the local Cambridgeshire churches.
He has been heavily involved in ecumenism and has served on various
groups for the Community of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE). Earlier
this year, John was elected as one of the three presidents of the CPCE. As
well as serving as co-chair of the URC-Roman Catholic dialogue, John 
convenes the United Reformed Church’s Law and Polity Advisory Group. He is
the author of Perpetually Reforming: a theology of church reform and renewal
and co-editor of Thinking again about Marriage.

If the Mission Council accepts the nomination, Rev’d. Bradbury will be 
inducted as General Secretary at next year’s General Assembly, the church’s
ruling body, when the Rev’d. John Proctor will retire after six years in the role.
The Rev’d. Nigel Uden, one of the Moderators of the URC General Assembly,
and convenor of the Nominating Group, said: “In John Bradbury, the Nominating
Group believes it brings the name of a person with the combination of gifts
and graces the United Reformed Church requires in these changing times. 
A person of intelligence and warmth, of experience and energy, John offers
much to build upon all that his predecessors gave, and to join with us all in
working for the church's next chapter.” n
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Christ Church with St. Mary’s

This year is the 50th anniversary of the
link between the Church of Uganda and
the Diocese of Bristol.

The link began in 1969 through the
friendship of two people, the Archbishop

of Uganda, The Very Reverend Erica Sabiti and the Bishop of Bristol, The
Right Reverend Oliver Tomkins, whose son Stephen was then teaching in
Uganda. It has been the cradle for deep and lasting friendships that have
spanned many decades, and no one person can know exactly how many 
people have been shaped and encouraged by it. Mutual visits have encouraged
the sharing of ideas, faith, worship and song. 

We have walked together through persecution and pain - Canon John Bradley
bound up the wounds of a Ugandan priest following a guerilla ambush of the
room in which they were meeting. We have visited each other's homes in
times of crisis and celebration. Visitors from Bristol travelled to Northern
Uganda at the height of the LRA terror. Ugandan youth workers have worked
alongside parishes in Bristol and the AYF choir has visited several times. In 
recent years we have shared in leadership conferences, enabled the training of
clergy and lay members, and worked with partners like Tear Fund and A'Rocha
to both deepen our connectedness to the global church and partner in local 
development.

To mark the 50th anniversary, thirty 
visitors from Uganda visited the diocese
from the 5th-12th October. Simon and
Nicola were pleased to welcome two
visitors to stay with them at the 
Vicarage, Arthur Muteesasira, pictured
on the left and Patrick Muinda.

Whilst in Swindon they joined the first
harvest assembly at the new Deanery
Academy on the Wichelstowe estate to
tell them about harvest in their country.n
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TEA/COFFEE and CHAT at the Goddard Arms, 

Tuesday 5th November, 2.30pm to 4.00 pm.

only £1.50, including unlimited refills.
You can have a small dessert for an extra charge of
£1.50. We meet in the side room of the Goddard Arms
on the first Tuesday of each month. We meet informally
and all are welcome whether you belong to a church or
not. Please note: We will not be meeting in December.

VISIT TO HOLYWELL GLASS

Daniel and Caroline Pitt visited Holywell Glass in Wells on 4th October to see
progress on the refurbishment of the South Transept Window from Christ
Church. Holywell Glass occupies a medieval mill in the City of Wells – the mill
stream still rushes past the window. We met four delightful people who 
obviously enjoy their work.

Two of the Christ Church panes were being worked on during the visit. All 
procedures are carefully photographed. Before disassembly, a rubbing is
taken that the glass then rests on as it is carried round the workshop. The first
process is to remove the lead that holds the pieces together – wearing gloves
and masks as lead is poisonous; the old lead is sent away for recycling. Then
the glass is placed on a light box and each piece of the pattern is carefully
cleaned to remove 160 years of smoke from coal fires and candles, dust and
condensation.  One person will take most of a week to clean all the pieces in
each of our four lights. Then any glass pieces that are broken will be repaired
either with epoxy resin, copper strips or new lead. Eventually the panes will be
reassembled and releaded and then returned to the church to be reinstalled in
the window. n

Total sponsorship for Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust amounted to £519.20,
plus Gift Aid from a lot of the sponsors, so £259.00 will be coming back to
Christ Church with St Mary's.

Thank you to the riders and strider, the sponsors and my team of welcomers
at both churches.

Arline Stovell
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DAVID VOWLES 1937-2019

David was born in Swindon and attended Even 
Swindon Primary School and Headlands Grammar
School. On leaving school, he went to St Luke’s
Teacher Training College in Exeter and whilst
there he went to a confirmation preparation
course taken by the Warden, the late Rev’d. Dr.
Frederick Fuller, another Swindonian! However,
he didn’t feel ready for commitment then, and it
was many years later, after studying and much
contemplation, that he was confirmed in 1971.

David began his teaching career at Penhill Junior
School in 1962. We were married in Christ Church
in May 1964 and Richard and Sue were born in
1967 and 1968 respectively. Alongside his
teaching career, he volunteered as a Samaritan
for 14 years. He was a great family man and as

soon as summer term finished the car was packed up and we enjoyed many
camping holidays all over Britain; wherever we went we always visited a church.

When David had to retire on health grounds in 1991 (he was by then Head
Teacher at Robert Le Kyng Primary School) he took up lawn bowls at 
Westlecot Bowls Club and became a very successful bowler at club and
county level, reaching several National finals both indoor and outdoor. His
teaching never left him and he was also a bowls coach for 20 years.

David was very involved with church life, becoming a warden at St Mary’s for
10 years, and he was on the PCC and Standing Committee. As he was on the
building sub-committee, he was involved with the spire project at Christ Church
and the sale of the church hall to the Salvation Army.  He was a governor at
King William Church of England Primary School for 4 years. In 2011 he became
a volunteer for the National Trust in Avebury and he was very sad to have to
give this up about 3 years ago.

David was a great listener, would talk to anybody, and had a wicked sense of
humour. He will be sorely missed by all his family, but I think this could be said
of him, a life well lived is a beautiful thing. 

Jenny Vowles
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All Souls’ Day
On Sunday 3rd November, 4.00 pm at Christ Church, we will have a 
Service of Commemoration of the departed. In view of this, please note
that there will not be a service at 6.30 pm on that day.  

Following in his father’s footsteps...
Mark Bridgeman, son of our Churchwarden Pam and her late husband Brian,
has written a collection of true stories based on historic and infamous crimes
in Highland Perthshire, where he now lives. Like his father, Mark has always
been interested in local history, and many of our readers will know of his 
father’s involvement with the Swindon Society and in the compilation of books
on Swindon, in particular ‘the Old Lady on the Hill’ telling the story of Christ
Church from 1851-2001.  

Mark’s book, ‘The River Runs Red’, is published by Watermill Books and is
available to order from aberfeldywatermill.com/shop as well as Amazon and
Waterstones.

Our Partnership Christmas Tree Festival

All four churches will be open from Sunday 
December 1st for several days in the period up
to Christmas itself. Details of the public 
opening hours in each church are on the 
partnership website <sotpc.co.uk>.

Guided Walk
On Sundays, December 1st and 8th we will meet at
St.Mary’s Church at 3.30 pm for a guided walk to visit all
four churches on the same day. Otherwise people can visit any church according
to the opening times given. It will also be possible to arrange for groups to visit
on request at other times.

Any donations from the public who visit the festival will go to two local
children’s charities, CALM, which supports families where a child is 
suffering with cancer and SWINDON & NORTH WILTS DEAF CHILDREN’S
SOCIETY.

You may already have spotted the cheery posters and banners for this Festival,
so please come and see the bright and sparkling trees decorated for us by
friends of our churches. Everyone is welcome.
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The Good Shepherd

As the theme for our September meeting was ‘I am the
Good Shepherd’ with, of course, the Parable of the Lost
Sheep, it was not long before there were many different
sheep to be seen around the room!

Sponge painting, using sheep templates and
then also folding paper and adding the different
features making the face of a lamb, reminded us
of the sheep in the story. Sheep bookmarks
could be taken home plus, if it lasted until the
end of Messy Church, a cupcake decorated with
marshmallows so it looked like a sheep! There
were reminders that Jesus loves each of us and
knows us by name when a cardboard shepherd
was dressed, together with a lamb being carried
or a shepherd coloured in with the addition of a
crook. Sheep templates were decorated with the
challenge ‘When you can’t sleep, don’t count

sheep – talk to the shepherd’

The centre piece for our Act of Worship was the
banner produced during the afternoon, with its sheep on which names had
been written, thanking Jesus for loving us like the shepherd loves his sheep.
All of us re-enacted ‘Looking for the Lost Sheep’ as we pretended to go
through long grass, over rivers, up and down hills and through the mud, until
finally we found the sheep which had been lost and then we had to pretend to
retrace our journey! Finally after our songs and prayer we all thoroughly 
enjoyed our tea.

We meet on the third Sunday in the month at King William Street School.
Our next meeting is on Sunday 17th November at 3.30 pm.  
We look forward to welcoming you.



Bath Road
Ride & Stride’ - £400 raised
by Jonah and Zachary Sparkes

Aided by Dad-nav, 20 churches were 
visited, covering just over 21 miles in
three hours while burning off 800 
calories each and with just a 15 minute
break for lunch.

Jonah and Zachary would like to thank
everyone who sponsored them on this
year's Wiltshire Historic Churches
Trust's ‘Ride and Stride’ event, which
helped them to raise the magnificent
sum of £400. 

They would also like to thank the 
volunteers who staffed many of the
churches, including each of the churches
in our own Ecumenical partnership -
your drinks, biscuits and smiles were
very much appreciated by all riders.

MOPS (Mix of People) 10.30 am in the Crossland Room at Bath Road: 

Thursday   7th November:  Jan Blankenstein ‘On being a Lighthouse Keeper’.
Thursday 21st November:  Robert Manders ‘Holiday with Trams’.

Come and join us, you will be made very welcome.

Our Coffee and Cake Morning raised £176.86. Thank you to all who braved
a very wet morning to come and support us and to those who made delicious
cakes to have with our coffee and to take home.  Pam Little
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Something for Everyone!

CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE

Saturday 23rd November 
10.00am to 1.00pm

at

BATH ROAD 
METHODIST CHURCH

Cra� stalls • Bric-a-brac • Jigsaws • Books 
DVDs • Children’s Games • Cake Stall 

Food and lots more...

FREE ENTRY
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Harvest at Bath Road Church raises £180 for 
‘All We Can’ Methodist Relief and Development Fund

A
s a result of the Church Family working together, our Harvest Supper
was very successful, with forty people enjoying both sharing a meal and
being together. With so many people helping, it was possible to cook

gammon with cheese sauce, roast potatoes and vegetables, followed by apple
crumble and ice cream, plus of course not forgetting the help given by those
who served the meal, washed and tidied up!

After generous donations, the £180 raised after bills were paid, went to ‘All
We Can’, the Methodist Relief and Development Fund which this year is 
supporting families in Cherkos, Ethiopia. Most of the families are farmers but
often the land is too dry or too wet, too hot or too cold. If harvests are small,
families go hungry and parents cannot afford to send the children to school. 

The good news is that the farmers are getting help, by meeting with other
farmers and being given better seeds for grain, vegetables and POTATOES! 

A research centre in a nearby town has now produced potatoes more suited to
the area and the farmers who plant during the rainy season, June-August, with
harvest ten weeks later, have been taught to use weather forecasts, so if the
rainy season is delayed, so is the planting. This now gives families potatoes to
store for the time when food is short. Farmers are also encouraged to grow a
variety of crops and to keep bees, chickens and other small animals. As well as
this they are taught to protect the land and to use fuel-saving stoves. 

All of this, together with learning the best way to market crops, means 
that now life is improving for people of this area, thanks to the work of
‘All We Can’. ‰
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Midway during the meal, as the focus was on potatoes in Ethiopia, we were
challenged to think of all the different ways we eat or use potatoes in this
country. This led to lively discussion on each table and, much to our surprise,
between us we came up with over 45 uses: many different ways of cooking
them, plus printing with potatoes and potato starch now used instead of plastic
to make bags for sending magazines etc.

In the service on Sunday morning, Mark made us think of the different foods
we enjoy in this country, plus those we do not like!  At least here we have a
choice, unlike the families in Ethiopia.

It was good that on Monday Lethbridge School came to share in the Harvest
Celebrations and then on Wednesday Lawn School came, before all the food
that had been donated and used in decorating the church was packed up to
go to the Harbour Project, Women’s Refuge and the Filling Station, which are
places here in Swindon in need of our support. 

Gwen Knight

Good News!

£520 raised

The concert at Bath Road Church in aid of The Harbour Project raised the
magnificent sum of £520.  Thank you to everyone who supported this event.

Barbara Aftelak

Bath Road MOPS invite you to a

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

by the Close Harmony Singing Group

ENCORE
with Geoff Walters

TUESDAY 17th DECEMBER 7.30 pm 
at Bath Road Methodist Church

Admission FREE but a collection will be taken for the
Great Western Hospital Brighter Futures Radiotherapy Appeal
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Swindon Blind Craft Club

We are a weekly craft club for blind and partially sighted people, based
at Craven House in Victoria Road.

We are open every Tuesday from 10.00 am until 1.30 pm at Craven House,
Victoria Road. Just bring your lunch, a small prize for our raffle (Tin of
soup/packet of biscuits) and £2.50 for your raffle ticket and refreshments.

Any age groups are welcome You are never too young or too old to join!
We also have 4 volunteers who are happy to help if you should need it.
Most of all, we enjoy our chat and each other’s company

Everyone has some sight problems so there is no pressure on anyone to be
perfect. You can do as little or as much as you wish and go at the pace that
suits you.

In recent years we have been able to sell our unique creations at church sales

like the Christmas Market and Autumn Fayre and Heritage Open Day held at

Christ Church. We enjoy sharing our creativity with the local community.

Using our small profits and our raffle fund, we buy craft materials to help 
continue our efforts and we enjoy an occasional treat such as Fish and Chip
lunches and our annual Christmas dinner.

Our crafts range from knitting, crochet, basket making and card making but we
are able to help you with most things you might want to try. New craft ideas
are always welcome.

We have lots of materials for you to create something for our sales or you can
bring your own or buy from us so that you can take away your creations.

In addition, we are currently taking orders for knitted baby and toddler
garments. We have some very talented and lovely knitters who are happy to
knit at a very small cost. (from £2.50 for a babies cardigan). We can use your
choice of wool or we can provide you with the colours you require.

Please come along and see us at the Christ Church Christmas Charity
Market on 16th November between 10.30 am and 2.30 pm.

You can also call us on 01793 523374, leave us a message and we will
get back to you or call our Club leader Lou on 07703306403 for further 
information.
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We have started getting ready for Christmas 2019.
 
Meetings for volunteers will be held at St. Joseph’s Catholic College on
Monday 11th November and Tuesday 19th November, both at 7.30 pm.

Do come and join us then to learn how you can get involved.

Volunteers are organised into shift teams, each with a Shift Leader.  
During the day, shifts are each 4 hours long and there is a longer overnight
shift (11pm - 7am). 

Who can volunteer?

All adults, 18  and over, are welcome to apply. Under 18, see note below.

For insurance and safeguarding reasons, we are unable to accept volunteers
under the age of 18 while Christmas Care is running, but they are welcome,
suitably supervised, to Donation Days and clearing up afterwards.

Christmas Care opens its doors to guests at 11am on Christmas Eve and
operates round the clock for four days and nights, closing mid-morning on
28th December.

CARERS REQUIRED
for private assignment in Old Town

Experienced carers (with DRB certificate) sought for a well-known
Swindon character, now in her mid-nineties, to provide easily-prepared
meals, minor personal assistance and help with light housework in
addition to companionship.

£10.00 per hour, 5-6 hours per week
including alternate weekends.

Also standby carer for emergency cover required on 2-hour retention.

References essential

For more information and an informal chat please call 
07770 583223
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FLOODLIGHTING

Aug 29 To celebrate the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of 
Dorothy Jean Beale and John James Beale (deceased).  
Lots of love from Chris, Geoff, Sue and all your family.

Sep 30 In memory of Cyril, Bunty and David Luscombe
Oct 20 In loving memory of Marjorie Robinson, love from the 

Robinson family.
Nov 5 In loving memory of Helen Robinson on the second anniversary

of her passing.
Nov 19 Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure. You are loved 

beyond words and missed beyond measure. Remembering 
Dorothy Eva French on the 10th anniversary of her death.  
Love from Janet x

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting of Christ Church in celebration of a
birthday, wedding anniversary, special occasion, to advertise your Company,
or in memory of a loved one, the minimum gift per evening is £30.00.
Cheques to be made payable to ‘Christ Church PCC’.  Please write to the
PARISH OFFICE, COMMUNITY CENTRE AT CHRIST CHURCH, SWINDON,
SN1 3HB at least a week before the date of the floodlighting.  GIFT AID:  
If you are a UK taxpayer and wish Christ Church to reclaim the tax, you may
Gift Aid your donation. Please note: If you would like the floodlighting to be in
the magazine for the appropriate month, we will need to have your request by
the 12th of the preceding month.

All you need is love...

Mother Teresa once observed: “We cannot do great deeds, but we
can do small deeds with great love.”  That’s something to remember
in our daily life. What good are great public efforts if they are fuelled
by personal ambition or a desire to rule? If you are not personally
kind, what good does it do you? The Bible warns us that ‘If I have a
faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,
and have not love, I gain nothing.’ (1 Corinthians 13:2,3)  Who can
you show some love to today?
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PARTNERSHIP DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

02  Sat      7.30 am     Christ Church Men’s Breakfast
                              
03  Sun     8.00 am     Christ Church, 1662 Holy Communion
                 9.00 am     St. Mary’s, Informal Holy Communion
               10.00 am     Bath Road, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Mark Barrett
               10.00 am     Christ Church, All Age Service
               10.30 am     Immanuel, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Robert Jordan
                 1.00 pm     Christ Church Holy Baptism
                 4.00 pm     Christ Church, Commemoration of the departed 
                                   (All Souls) No 6.30 pm Service
                 6.30 pm     Bath Road, Evening Service, Rev’d.Tony Barnes
                 6.30 pm     Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

05  Tues    2.30 pm     Tea/Coffee and Chat at the Goddard Arms Hotel
06  Wed  10.30 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
09  Sat      9.00 am     to 11.00 am Bath Road Community Breakfast 
                  7.00 pm     Concert at Immanuel for Macmillan Cancer Care,
                                    see page 6

                                   
10  Sun                       Remembrance Sunday
                 8.00 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
                 9.00 am     St. Mary’s, Holy Communion
               10.00 am     Bath Road, Morning Service, Sandra Wylie
               10.00 am     Christ Church, Family Holy Communion  
               10.30 am     Immanuel, Morning Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan
                 6.30 pm     Bath Road, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Mark Barrett
                 6.30 pm     Christ Church, Book of Common Prayer Evensong
                 6.30 pm     Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

13  Wed  10.30 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
                 7.30 pm     Healing Prayer group at 39 Sandown Avenue
16  Sat    10.30 am     to 2.30 pm Christ Church, Friends of Christ Church 
                                    Charity Christmas Market
                  3.00 pm     A. E. Smith Remembrance Service at Immanuel

17  Sun     8.00 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
                 9.00 am     St. Mary’s, Holy Communion
               10.00 am     Bath Road, Morning Service, Hugh Gough
               10.00 am     Christ Church, Informal Family Holy Communion
               10.30 am     Immanuel, Morning Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan
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                 3.30 pm     Messy Church at King William Street School
                 6.30 pm     Bath Road, Evening Service, Rev’d. Mark Barrett
                 6.30 pm     Christ Church, Healing Service
                 6.30 pm     Immanuel, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

20  Wed   10.30 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
23  Sat     10.00 am     to 1.00 pm Bath Road Christmas Fayre, see page 18
23  Sat      7.30 pm     100 year anniversary of the Swindon Male Voice Choir 
                                   with Romsey Male Voice Choir, in aid of Swindon
                                   Samaritans, at Christ Church.
                              
24  Sun     8.00 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
                  9.00 am     St. Mary’s, Informal Holy Communion
                10.00 am     Bath Road, All-Age Service, Andrew Trowbridge
                10.00 am     Christ Church, Family Holy Communion 
                10.30 am     Immanuel, Morning Service
                11.45 am     Immanuel Church Meeting
                  1.00 pm     Christ Church, Holy Baptism
                  4.00 pm     to 5.30 pm Immanuel Tea Service in the Church Hall
                  6.30 pm     Bath Road, Evening Service, Rev’d. Stephen Skinner
                  6.30 pm     Christ Church, Common Worship Evensong
                  6.30 pm     Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

27  Wed  10.30 am     Christ Church, Holy Communion
30  Sat      7.30 pm     Stage Struck Christmas Concert at Immanuel

WEEKLY EVENTS

WALKING FOR HEALTH, every Monday, 10.30 am, starting and finishing at
Christ Church, followed by refreshments.  Excluding Bank Holidays.

OPEN HOUSE every Monday morning, at Bath Road Methodist Church
between 10.30 am and 12 noon.  Excluding Bank Holidays.
Come and join us for drinks and a chat.

BRIGHT LIGHTS PARENT & TODDLER GROUP, every Monday during term
time, 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm  in the Community Centre at Christ Church.

AFTERNOON GROUP every Tuesday, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm in the Community
Centre at Christ Church for tea, cake and chat, activities or a speaker.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

To advertise in this magazine,

please contact

Mrs. Diana Swann,

telephone 01793 529897;   

email:

d.swann6a@gmail.com

Whilst care has been taken, no 

responsibility can be accepted for

statements made by the advertisers,

neither can we be responsible for

any losses caused by any errors or

omissions in the advertisements.

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views of
those held by the Old Town Partnership of Churches.

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE  A DOUBLE ONE

COVERING DECEMBER AND JANUARY

Please send to:  Mrs. Diana Swann, 58 Sandown Avenue, SN3 1QQ
email:  d.swann6a@gmail.com

COPY for the DECEMBER/JANUARY MAGAZINE

by TUESDAY 12th NOVEMBER, please.

Contributions ahead of the deadline are always welcome.
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A tradition of caring since 1923

www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

A caring support service for the bereaved

Family run and independent
24 hour service every day
Pre-payment plans
Hillier Bereavement Care

HEAD OFFICE
170 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3DF
Telephone: 01793 522797

CHAPEL OF REST
The Broadway, Whitworth Road,
Swindon SN25 3BL
Telephone: 01793 522145

EMAIL
enquiries@hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

www.hills-group.co.uk
T: 01793 781200

Established in 1900, today’s Hills Group is a 
dynamic Wiltshire business that covers a wide 
area of western and southern England.  

The Group’s operations remain dedicated to three 
core activities:

Specialist waste management services and 
recycling solutions

Production and sale of ready-mixed concrete, 
sand, stone and gravel

Building high quality new homes and undertaking 
contract building projects

Working today…
 …for a better tomorrow 



28

11 - 15 WOOD STREET, OLD TOWN, SWINDON, SN1 4AN
TELEPHONE: 01793 522072/527530

www.deacons-jewellers.com

DEACONS & SON (SWINDON) LTD 
ESTABLISHED 1848

SAME DAY RING SIZING 
ON ALL NEW PURCHASES

Items featured subject to stock availability
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Immanuel URC Harvest Festival




